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Grand visions

“By staging the Games in the [Lower Lea Valley] ..... the most enduring legacy of the Olympics will be the regeneration of an entire community for the direct benefit of everyone who lives there.”     page 19, The London Olympic Bid book

Waking up

There are clear patterns which emerge from studying past Olympics. What has happened elsewhere is happening again in East London, including unfulfilled promises.   The Olympics is a brand which doesn't do what it says on the label.

Game Plan

In 2003 the Blair government published a report, Game Plan, which said; “We conclude that the quantifiable evidence to support each of the perceived benefits for mega events is weak. The explicit costs of hosting a mega event should be weighed very carefully against the perceived benefits when a bid is being considered, especially given the high risks attached. The message is not: ‘don’t invest in mega events’; it is rather: ‘be clear that they appear to be more about celebration than economic returns’.

Sport

There is little clear evidence that simply mounting a world class sports spectacle produces more sports champions and results in a healthier lifestyle for citizens. Why has Britain performed so poorly in Tennis over the years despite holding the world's premiere tournament at Wimbledon every year?  The allegedly sports mad Australians watched their obesity rates increase before, during and after the Sydney 2000 Olympics

Money

Tessa Jowell, the Olympics minister in Blair's government, is notorious for misleading Parliament by persuading them to accept her word that the London Olympics would cost the taxpayers no more than £2.375bn. This was also the figure written into Britain's successful bid document. The latest all-in estimate by journalist Andrew Gilligan is around £12bn. All of this funding is taken away from other projects which are abandoned, delayed or re-branded as Olympic. Cash flow and profits benefit corporations mostly located outside local, London and UK jurisdictions. 

Regeneration

Previous Olympics have a buried reputation for displacements of residents and workplaces of marginal and neglected populations of city districts seen by property investors and politicians as ripe for grand taxpayer funded schemes for private profit and career advancement. London 2012 already has a reputation for bungling the removal of over 300 businesses supporting around 5000 jobs, the homes of around 1200 people, and the severe disruption of important local community projects. Consultation and planning are largely a hurried, overbearing, patronising and dishonest charade. 

Tourists

 There is a well known blight on other in-country tourist destinations which visitors avoid when the Olympics arrive. Despite promising to provide extra funding to UK tourism agencies to offset this downturn the government has recently drastically cut  their funding of Visit Britain.

Shopping

The Westfield shopping mall, which will open well before the Olympic Games, demonstrates the faith of investors that establishing a major site of industrialised retail consumption, in a Stratford City location, well served by regional transport links, will draw in profitable numbers of distant consumers. This spectacular bounty will throw into painful contrast the increasingly difficult struggles of significant numbers of local people trying to eke out an inadequate  living while being further burdened by drastic public expenditure cuts during an extended recession in one of the most deprived areas in the UK.

Housing

Wandering from the Westfield site along the bleak dual carriageway of Stratford High Street to Pudding Mill DLR station will show you how many high rise, high density of occupation blocks of flats are emerging close to these major transport nodes. It is clear that the most profitable return on investment in new residential property is aimed at the younger  skilled and mobile employees of financial and business services corporations who will rent living spaces clustered around the City of London and Docklands. The massive reserve army of the underemployed and poorly paid precariat who inhabit the overcrowded, humiliated, decrepit and dull lodgings which are such a significant part of the vast landscape of housing hereabouts will scarcely notice their desperate need for decent homes being satisfied by what little social housing gets built in this hard hearted recession.

Jobs

The planning, project management and construction of mega-events with accelerated deadlines, like the Olympic Games, draws upon readily available reserves of highly skilled personnel from the London region, the UK and Europe. The majority of these people have previous work experience in major infrastructural projects. Local training courses for job skills have received extra funding but they will not create the necessary skills in sufficient numbers of workers in time to have any significant impact on local unemployment. Most newly available local jobs are in low-paid flexible service employment. Major sponsors of the Olympics like Atos Origin will fulfill profitable contracts thanks in part to the benefit during the Games of thousands of local unpaid volunteers.

Outcomes

In the words of Professor C. Michael Hall (2004)  “...investment in accessible and affordable education, health and communications technology, along with a diversified job creation strategy is far more likely to have long-term benefits for urban economic and social well-being than investment in elite mega-sports events and infrastructure

For more information on Olympic myths see:  www.gamesmonitor.org.uk

